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Kenyatta

Court refuses to
dismiss suit filed
by KPCU over
Sh80 million loan

By MARK AGUTU

e;lsyn Planters Co-operative

ion was yesterday hand-

ed a lifeline in a case it has

filed against a firm associ-

ated with the Kenyatta family over a
Sh80 million debt.

The High Court turned down an
application by Kagondo Estate Ltd
s=-4ing to have KPCU's case thrown
out for want of prosecutio
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would allow the case to continue for
among other reasons, the interest of
the farmers who constitute KPCU,

“Dismissal of a suit is a drastic ac-
tion, which this court will not resort
to lightly. In the present case, the de-
fendant company { Kagondo) does not
deny owing the plaintiff money. The
only dispute is how much is owing,”
the judge said.

He added: "Of even greater impor-
tance to me and this court is the fact
that the plaintiff company (KPCU) is
composed of small-scale farmers who
need all legal protection possible.

“I doubt whether the majority of
those farmers really know what has
been happening with their money
loaned to the defendant company.”

These grounds were sufficient for
him “to show sympathy by way of
justice in dismissing this applica-

tion,” the judge said.

KPCU has 21 days to fix the suit fur
hearing, or else it will be dismissed.

Through lawyer Patrick Lutta,
Kagondo had sought dismissal of the
case, arguing, it was more than four
years since KPCU took any steps to fix
the hearing date.

Abuse of court |
That duration was long, inexcusable,
oppressive, expensive and prejudi-
cial to it and also an abuse of the
court process, Kagondu director Ann
Muhoho said in her affidavit.

Mrs Muhoho took over the mantle

at the firm from Mr Michael Muritu
Muhoho, a brother of Mama Ngina
Kenyatta and mother of Gatunr.lu
South MP Uhuru Kenyatta.

Kagondo took the loan during Mr
Murltu’s tenure as dJrrl:tor The case

Appeal.

stalted in 1594 with KPCU cla.lming

Sh23 million from the estate for t‘he 1

loan it advanced it in 1989, i
At the time thé loan was attracting
interest at the rate of 815 per cent.

Despite demand and notice of inten- |
tion to sue, Kagondo Estate failed to | |

repay the loan, KPCU said.

KPCU is hawevera.rgulngﬁm't ;they il

were still in out-of-court negotiations
with the estate’s mmagemmt for a
settlement and the issue of want of
prosecution could not arise. .

“The delay was not wilful or fnor-
dinate and is excusable,” KPCU had
argied in its defence filed by Ndung'a
Njoroge and Kwach Advocates.

Mr Lutta said his client would con-
test yesterday's ruling in the Court of
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hema Dlda ]aldesa after the adjournment of a case in which she is fight-
he estate of former Moyale MP Guracha Galgalo, whom she claims was her hus-
Wario Mal'lﬁ Galgalo [cerltte), a hrother of the MP, who died in i plane crash in

‘conference. | :
Police, were vrstuﬂmrhul(lmg 1\1m 4 3

I INlel (.nife ﬂ,. y Heut]
based |

!ese

=

1

Admin

Undergmd uate

" Friday 16th February 2007 |

@ umisery

Masker s oo denbary

appi
nl Sa.ville fmm Un

Frony: 9:30 a.m., to 3:30 p.m,
and 6:00 p.m. to B:00 p.m.

Saturday 17th February 2007
From 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

i v,mu fabel la] Postgraduate student Wi hc

To book appointments or for more lrﬂormaﬂoﬁ. contact:
. +8 I? { Ak

Bandari Plaza Mexz!|
Woodvale Grove
Tek 20-4452731

P dpe ty
i\rersitr of Nﬁttlngharn |

Mobile: 0723 597 445 / 0734 218270

'rmurnatlomi Lt:l i

] the police or us.

| guing with

I Ay
| m‘M‘ kueni.

ish to atlvisis' ou

w
T
"_‘-_.
n."'
O F
7 =
T
5
=
=4
-~ m
E

:_aJI Emarson LJFG'Jert senvitn
property of. Vgctor iInten
rion-disclosure agroement with-the manufact
are therefore the only company tha
proper service to Emerson- Liebert UPS

service manuals are in the' possessior‘t
employed by Vector Interndﬁomal L

: Vector International Lid
Sole Emarson-Llaberl UPS Smrloe Centy

1st Floor, Heldelber
P O Box 72277, 00200 Ci
Tel: 254 20 601684 / 601885 / 601 957:‘601953
Fax: 254 20 601807 / 601859
E-mail: info@vectorinternational.com

women who were said to hiwe been
with him when he died in his hotel
Toom.

The body was transferved to lev
Funeral Home where a postmortein
will be conducted.

Elsewhere, police in l\'[ac']mk(u
have mrrested one man and ace look- <
ing for another in connection with »
the murder of their wives in Kinanie »
Sub-location.

A 39-year-old man was arrested by
police on Tuesday after he allegedly
strangled and buried his estranged
wife in a sand pit within Kivae Vil-
lage.

Decomposged body

The decomposed body of the 35-year-

old wife, who had been missing since

February 5th 2007, was found in o
bush where she had gone to collecet
firewood

She Liad been allegedly last seen ar-

they had ! i

In the zecond incident, ]mlif'r‘ e
looking for & man alter e alleged!
battered his wile to death in Ath Riv

1an's hody was
‘(\(‘1 of hl::r\:' in her hous

\.\‘lh a :11-r\|p cut gn her head and 2
swollen face after a fight with her

husband
Thie man escaped after the incidem
and is being sonzht by
And a 'rilii-rl Father w
by police after b t Ivig
when the mother went o

1l chiled from th
@ in Mgiluni Sub-

The bery had been living with his fa-
ther after the couple separated

Hausa Mumbasa Hand !
ty Sgguare, Nairobl, Kenya,
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