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Moyale MP testifies
in succession case

RICHARD" MUNGUTI

OVER fifty elders from the Borana
community of Moyale district re-
quested two widows battling over
the multi-million estate of former
Moyale Member of Parli the
late Dr Guracha Galgalo, to withdraw
the ongoing court case and settle it
amicably, a judge heard yesterday.

Moyale Member of Parliament
Warrio Malla Galgalo told Justice
David Onyancha that the elders met
duringa to commemorate
the first anniversary of the death of
Dr Galgalo and urged the two wid-
oWS, Okotu Shama and
Rehema Jaldesa, to withdraw the ac-
rimonious succession case.

Galgalo told Justice Onyancha
that Rehema agreed to withdraw the
case but her co-wife Bernadetta re-
fused, saying she would let the
elders know her stand over the re-
quest after two weeks.

The MP told the judge the two
weeks were to elapse after the hear-
ing of the case in which Rehema is
objecting to Bernadetta being de-
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Karua loses libel suit
against media house

JOHN OS0R0O

CABINET Minister Martha
Karua was yesterday or-
dered by a Nairobi court to
pay costs of a defamation
suit she filed against the
Standard Group after the
court ruled that the newspa-
per had not defamed the min-
1ster.

The minister who sued
the media house for defama-
tion arising from an article
gu ighed on January 4,

the opinion of the
c
juri

led to prove the in-
suffered as result
of the publication.

Justice J. Khamoni dis-
missed the application on
grounds that no evidence
was tendered on which the
court should have relied
upon to issue an injunction

_sought against the defen-
dants.

The judge observed that
the claims upon which the
suit is premised trigger extra-
neous matters as the com-
plainant (Karua) did not ad-
duce evidence to prove the
imminent danger of republi-
cation of the article,

Karua had in her suit
sought damages and an apol-
ogy from the publisher to run
as a text which would have
been approved by her on a
prominent page.

She also asked the court

to issue a permanent injunc-
tion to restrain the media
house from continuing to
publish articles that are libel-
ous to her, in addition to
other general damages.

The article which Ms
Karua claimed to be offend-
ing léo hc}r was published by
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She told the court she was
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Development.

The focus of the article
was about a claim that an en-
raged First Lady Lucy Kibaki
ordered Cabinet ministers
Martha Karua and Charity
Ngilu out of State House,
Mombasa, because she was
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vast estate of the late Guracha who
died in a plane crash alongside four
other MPs in Marsabit on April 10,
last year. =

#Led in his evidence by lawyer
Cecil Miller, Mr Wario said it was
the feeling of the elders that the case
be resolved amicably at home to
avoid embarrassing scenarios.

Said he: “We have been attempt-
ing to reconcile my two sisters-in-
law. The last attempt was April 10,
2007 when we commemorated the
death of my brother (Guracha). Clan
elders called a meeting at Galgalo
Kalicha's residence in Selolo which
Bernadetta and Rehema attended.
The elders raised concern over this
pending suit and prevailed upon
them to withdraw the case. Rehema
accepted but Bernadetta refused,
saying she will go back to them af-
ter two weeks. We resolved to leave
the matter to the Court.”

Rehema filed the suit seeking to
have the letters of grant issued to
Bernadetta declaring her the admin-
istrator of the late MP’s estate re-
voked.

She says she is a genuine widow

of the late MP and does not agree
with Bernadetta referring to her as
a “mistress”, noting she was legally
married to the deceased MP.

Bernadetta has refuted Rehema’s
objection, saying she was married
by the deceased in 1993 in a Chris-
tian ceremony at Sololo Catholic,
Church and Rehema cannot claim
any marital relationship with the late
MP.

Justice Onyancha advised the
parties to consider settling the mat-
ter out of court.

Meanwhile, High Court judge
Justice Hatari Waweru yesterday
ordered the Buruburu Police Divi-
sion Traffic Officer to befiore
him on May 7 to explain why he
defied a court order requiring him
to release a matatu impounded for
non-compliance Wwith the traffic
rules popularly known as the
“Michuki rules.”

The judge directed the traffic
police boss to appear in person and
not through counsel to explain why
he defied the order issued on
March 27, 2007 by Justice Mathew
Emukule.
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the court that theirs was a fair
comment on a matter of pub-
lic interest.

told the

d by Vice-Pr

The defi

Moody Awori reference to
her as Second Lady?

The Justice and Constitu-
tional Affairs minister argued
she was aggrieved by the ar-
ticle and denied being in
Mombasa on the day the
President's wife is said to
have chased her and Ms
Ngilu out of State House.

court that as a Cabinet Min-
ister and Member of Parlia-
ment, Karua's actions are a
matter of public interest,

ublic concern and scrutiny.

he court heard that
Kenyans as taxpayers have
a right to know where-
abouts and activities en-
gaged of minister.
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